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 Special Notice!!!  
 

    If you want to be sure to continue to receive messages from me, please be sure you have  carlin@house.state.ks.us in your online address book.
    AOL has begun to charge companies for preferential treatment of their e-mail messages, and will be more likely to divert messages from non-paying groups into spam folders or other dead ends unless the address of the sender is in your address book.
MOVING AGAIN!
Several groups of Manhattanites have already visited me at the Capitol this year. I have hooked up with most of you, but some were not able to find me due to the hectic schedule and having my office in the Docking Building. However ----Now I am moving back to the Capitol Building. HOORAY! – I will be in 521 South. I am very pleased that I will be back in the building by next Monday, February 13. It will be a real advantage for my visits with constituents. My phone number will remain the same (785-296-7651). Come and see me.

HOUSE DEMOCRATS CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES WITH COMMITMENT TO SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS

As a part of the Partnership with Families, Kansas House Democrats announced details this week on their Partnership for Safe Neighborhoods, designed to ensure the safety of Kansas communities.  Citizens have the primary responsibility to make their own communities safe, but the state must provide them with the tools to accomplish this goal. Safety is a top concern for Kansas families and the Partnership for Safe Neighborhoods includes four proposals to make our communities more safe and secure.

Last week, House Democrats introduced the Partnership with Families and released a set of initiatives to help moms and dads protect and raise children in today's modern culture.  Today's announcement of the Partnership for Safe Neighborhoods is the second of three partnerships. By working together we can make Kansas a better place in which to live, work, and raise a family

Partnership for Safe Neighborhoods

The Hot Spots Initiative
·
This initiative provides communities with resources to organize local law enforcement neighborhood associations, and social service groups into an effective crime prevention effort to target areas in Kansas with high crime rates. 

·
This initiative would bring together a number of adult and juvenile justice agencies as well as law enforcement agencies from the local, state and federal levels. 

•
To become eligible to participate in this new effort, neighborhoods would be required to develop crime control and prevention strategies. The bill provides that the Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council would approve grant applications.

The Domestic Protection Act
·
Domestic abuse is a crime and should not be treated more lightly than other forms of abuse and assault, yet current law does not allow for repeat domestic abusers to be sentenced to state prison.

·
This act would send criminals found guilty of felony domestic battery three times in five years to state prison, protecting Kansas families from repeat abusers.

The Safe Neighborhoods Act
·
This proposal would provide restrictions on where a transitional or conditional release facility for sexual predators could be located in a community.

·
This action will require any sexual predator release facility to comply with existing zoning laws so that communities will not have to go to court to fight the placement of dangerous offenders into our communities.

Continuing the Fight Against Drugs in Kansas
·
Drug paraphernalia is currently being sold at convenience stores across Kansas disguised as flower vases. (with holes in the bottom!)

·
Selling this merchandise at convenience store counters makes it easier for people of all ages, especially teenagers, to buy paraphernalia needed to smoke crack.

·
This act will prohibit convenience stores from selling these dangerous products, deterring drug use and keeping our neighborhoods safe for families.

GOVERNOR'S MILITARY COUNCIL
Maintaining a strong military presence in Kansas is a priority for state and local leaders.  To continue an effort that is already bringing 13,000 new military and civilian personnel to Kansas, Governor Kathleen Sebelius today announced her appointments to the Governor’s Military Council.  She said the work of the Council will be to make a coordinated effort to keep our military bases open and active.  As a result of the state's efforts in the BRAC process, our bases are adding thousands of new military and civilian personnel.  The goal is to maintain the military’s presence in our state, and even expand it.

Lieutenant Governor John Moore will serve as chairman, while John Armbrust, Manhattan, will serve as executive director.  Armbrust retired from the Air Force as a full colonel in 1993.  Previously, both served in similar positions on the Governor’s Strategic Military Planning Commission, which spearheaded efforts to protect and grow Kansas bases during the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process.

As with the earlier commission, the Governor’s Military Council is a partnership between the administration, key legislators, all members of the Kansas congressional delegation and key business and military leaders representing the Kansas communities of Leavenworth/Lansing, Junction City/Manhattan, Wichita, and Topeka.

The 26-member council will foster cooperation between the installations and private and public sectors, and pursue initiatives to enhance the quality of life for all military personnel, active and retired.  The council will also assist in the development, coordination and execution of strategy required by any future change in missions proposed by the Department of Defense.  

Each member will serve at the pleasure of the Governor and by Executive Order 06-02, the council will continue in operation until May 1, 2007. The Governor’s Military Council will include the military and community leaders.

STATE CONDUCTS EDUCATION SURVEY
To help measure the factors that go into quality teaching, including training and professional development, facilities and support services, the Teacher Working Conditions Survey project was launched last week in every school district in Kansas.  The project is being funded by the National Governors’ Association at no cost to taxpayers.

Governor Kathleen Sebelius says it will help improve schools in Kansas.  “We want to help schools focus on student achievement,” Sebelius said.  “It’s critical we use information like this to maintain accountability and provide teachers and school leaders with the resources they need to effectively teach our children.”   More than 43,000 teachers, principals, and other education professionals are being invited to participate in a survey about the time, professional development, facilities and other factors needed to support improved student achievement.  

States that have already participated in this project have learned several important lessons about how best to target resources and improve schools.  This project was designed by the Kansas State Department of Education, several statewide education organizations and the Governor’s office in collaboration with The Center for Teaching Quality.  Background on the project can be found on the project web site at www.kansastwc.org  As results become available they will be posted online at the same site.

STATE REVENUE CONTINUES TO OUTPACE ESTIMATES
State coffers again showed unanticipated revenues last month, an encouraging sign as the legislature begins to work to meet the challenge to fund public education costs estimated by repeated cost studies without raising taxes.

The state collected about $518 million in revenues in January, when it projected collections at $473 million.  Since the current fiscal year began July 1, the state has collected almost $3 billion. This brings revenues up about $69 million, or 2.4% more than anticipated.

The state also is seeing strong growth in its revenues over fiscal year 2005, which ended June 30, with collections for the current fiscal year running about 10% ahead of last year’s collections.  Individual income taxes this fiscal year are running 11% ahead of collections last year. Corporate income taxes are generating nearly 66% more.  The state economy is growing nicely, it appears.

TARGETED TAX CUT TO STIMULATE KANSAS ECONOMY
As legislators ponder increasing aid to public schools, work is underway on a plan to cut taxes for small businesses. The House Taxation Committee endorsed a modified version of Gov. Sebelius’ plan to phase out property taxes on business machinery and equipment, sending the measure to the entire House for debate next week.

The Governor's proposal would eliminate property taxes on new business machinery and equipment, and it enjoys bipartisan support. Because lawmakers are concerned that local governments will lose revenues and be forced to raise taxes on other property, the House committee bill would require the state to make up the difference between what a city or county collects on business machinery and equipment and what it would have without any exemption. The “Siegfreid Slider” amendment, named for its author Arlen Siegfreid (R) Olathe, would refund to counties 100% of the difference for the first two years and decrease 20% per year over a six year period. There’s no solid estimate on the cost to the state of this amendment, but business growth and productivity is expected to outpace the initial state investment.

There have also been proposals to reduce estate taxes; eliminate the franchise tax, which firms pay to do business in Kansas; and exempt clothes and school supplies from the sales tax for three days before the school year starts.

NO-FAX ACT PASSES HOUSE
The House of Representatives passed the Kansas No-fax Act which would enable consumers to register on a statewide “no-fax” list. The bill would authorize the Attorney General to contract with the Direct Marketing Association (DMA), or another vendor, to maintain the no-fax list.

The Act would become part of the Kansas Consumer Protection Act and violations of the No-fax Act would be unconscionable acts or practices under the Consumer Protection Act. The bill also would enact a new law prohibiting dissemination of e-mail addresses for commercial purposes under certain circumstances. Violations of the e-mail provisions of the bill would be deceptive acts or practices under the Consumer Protection Act.

HOUSE APPROVES FILTERS ON LIBRARY COMPUTERS
On Wednesday, a minor library tax bill was amended to require libraries to use filters on computers available to minors.  These filters would prevent minors from accessing objectionable material on the internet.  The amendment would also require patrons to be 17 years old to rent an “R” rated movie.  A similar bill passed the House last year, but died in the Senate.  

An amendment by Representative Jim Ward, Wichita, added a provision that would provide funds to assist with the implementation of the filters, ensuring that this bill would not be another unfunded mandate on local communities.

“SCRUFFY” BILL HEARD IN SENATE COMMITTEE

The Senate Judiciary Committee heard testimony this week on an animal cruelty bill, commonly known as “Scruffy’s Law,” based on an incident of animal abuse last year in Wichita.

This bill would make animal abuse a felony and require at least 30 days in a county jail and at least a $1,500 fine.  Another proposal would set up two crimes, one for animal abuse and one for neglect.

“Scruffy’s Law” has been heard over the last nine years in the Legislature and has failed to pass.  There were no opponents testifying against stiffer animal abuse penalties.  Kansas is only one of 9 states that do not have a felony animal abuse law. 

THE UNATTENDED AND UNSUPERVISED CHILDREN IN MOTOR VEHICLE 

SAFETY ACT PASSES HOUSE
HB 2732 would enact the Unattended and Unsupervised Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act. The bill would define “unattended and unsupervised” as leaving a child in a motor vehicle not accompanied by another person 13 years of age or older.

A driver violating the new law would, upon first conviction, be guilty of an unclassified misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $25; on a second conviction, within three years of a prior conviction, the driver would be guilty of a class C misdemeanor and would be subject to a fine of at least $250 but not more than $500.

The Secretary of Transportation would develop a program of public education that increases the awareness of the dangers of leaving young children unattended and unsupervised in motor vehicles.  

This bill is intended to protect children by giving law enforcement a tool to prevent parents from leaving children alone in locked cars.

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY ACT TENTATIVELY PASSES HOUSE
The Child Passenger Safety Act tentatively passed the House this Thursday.  Lawmakers hope this law will encourage parents to safely restrain their children in their cars.  Booster seats are an inexpensive item that greatly reduces the odds of a child being injured in an accident.  Low initial penalties are designed so that the bill does not punish parents, but rather shows the importance of booster seats by making them law.

HB 2611 would amend current law regarding child passenger safety regulations by establishing the following guidelines for child passenger restraints:

$ 
A child under the age of four years must have the most appropriate child passenger safety restraining system for the age of the child.

$ 
A child four years of age through seven years of age, when the child weighs less than 80 pounds or is less than four feet nine inches in height, the child must have a child safety booster seat.

$ 
A child eight years of age up to 14 years of age, when the child weighs more than 80 pounds or is at least four feet nine inches in height, must have a standard seat belt.

$ 
If a vehicle is transporting more children passengers than the number of safety restraining systems, or if it has only lap restraining systems, a violation would not be charged to the driver. Prior to July 1, 2007, only warning citations will be given.  After that date, the fine will be waived if the ticketed person proves to the court that they have purchased a booster seat.

In Committees:
HOUSE JUDICIARY

Monday - Hearing on HB 2706, which would allow suspension of driver’s license for persons owing child support; HB2704, which would increase the number of claims that could be filed in small claims each year.  Wednesday - HCR 5033 and HB2770, which would change the selection of appellate court judges to the federal model, appointment by the Governor and confirmation by the Senate.  3:30 p.m., Room 313-S.

HOUSE TAXATION

Tuesday: Hearing on HB 2601, allowing a three-day sales tax holiday for sales of school supplies, clothing and computers; 9:00 a.m., Room 519-S.

SENATE FED & STATE

Tuesday: Possible action on SB 418, allowing people to carry concealed handguns, and SB 418, increasing restrictions on demonstrations at funerals,  10:30 a.m., 231-North.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL FINANCE

Tuesday: cost study on regional cost differences and declining enrollment weighting; Wednesday:  cost study on transportation weighting.  9:00 a.m., 313 South.

KEEP IN TOUCH

It is a special honor and privilege to serve as your voice in the Kansas House of Representatives.  I value and need your input on the various issues facing state government.  Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions.  My office address is Room 521 South, State Capitol Building, Topeka, KS 66612.  You can reach me at (785) 296-7651 or call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 to leave a message for me.  Additionally, you can e-mail me carlin@house.state.ks.us or you can also follow the legislative session online at www.kslegislature.org. or look at my website @ www.sydneycarlin.com.

Sydney

