
AIR SERVICE FOR MANHATTAN REGIONAL AIRPORT AND NORT H CENTRAL KANSAS  
 
The Kansas House approved a bill last week that wil l authorize $2 million in subsidies 
over two years to help provide air passenger servic e to the city of Manhattan. 
 

 
 
A recent report funded by the Office of Economic Adjustment examining the region’s 
needs in light of its rapid growth – highlighted the potential for expanded commercial air 
service. “We need a second reliable regional jet carrier that would open up new markets 
for connections,” said Rep. Sydney Carlin, Manhattan. 

A major airline has expressed interest in providing jet service at MHK. Anticipated 
service would be for two additional flights per day to a new destination, with 50 seats 
per flight – doubling the existing capacity. 

Personnel growth at Fort Riley increases need for more convenient methods of out-of-
state travel.  Additionally, Kansas lawmakers are currently working to secure the 
Kansas State University Campus as the site of a $450 million national bio- and agro- 
defense research facility.  An airport will provide another incentive for the Department of 
Homeland security to select the Manhattan location.   
  



A joint House and Senate conference committee appro ved the legislation on 
Wednesday and it had final approval in the House on  Thursday.   “I enjoyed 
working with area city and chamber members and Representatives Tom Hawk (D-
Manhattan),  Appropriations Chair Sharon Schwartz, (R- Washington) and 
Representative Barbara Craft (R-Junction City) to get this bill through the Legislature. 
The photo above was taken at the bill signing ceremony last Friday at the Capitol. 
Pictured are, from left to right Senator Roger Reitz, Rep. Tom Hawk, Rich Jankovich, 
Governor Kathleen Sebelius, Airport Manager Peter Van Kuren, Rep. Sharon Schwartz 
and Rep. Sydney Carlin. 

 

 

 


