The Manhattan Mercury Page 1 of 3

] F i
MANKATTAN £ Schedule your appointmen
)
=L . .
RC Ii check service specials
Serving your need to know by V
Home News K-State Sports Opinion Classifieds Archive ContactUs Local Sports %
Tuesday, November 7, 2006 Welcome Pete (Not Pete?)
Sections 10/16/2006 7:12:01 PM ¥
Archive
Calendar 66th, 67th hopefuls speak here %ﬂ EQG:
City Guide Bill Felber Staff Writer ‘)!(g--.
Elass'f'eqz The two candidates for 67th District state representative
ommunt yd suggested Sunday they'd bring sharply different legislative WELCOME TO THE LITTLE
Daily Recor philosophies to the Capitol. 4=’ >>> MOVING TO |
Entertainment o . _ >>> VISITING MAI
Fallen Neighbors In the 66th District, opposing candidates drew the sharpest >>> COMPLETE C
Fort Riley distinctions between themselves over the issue of >>> TODAY'S LO(
| Wonder mandated pay increases for employees in low-paid jobs. >>> LOCAL GASI
Local Sports The comments ADVERTISEMENT

Movie Listings
News
Obituaries

Off The Beat
Online Shopping
Opinion

Real Estate

TV Listings
Weather

Reader Services
Subscribe to the paper
Email News/Ads

Forms (weddings,
engagements, etc.)

Join our reader panels
Place a classified ad

About The Mercury
History

Policies & Procedures
The Staff

Goc JSI‘E

C Web
® TheMercury.com

Search |

came during a
legislative forum
sponsored by the
League of
Women Voters
held at the fire

REAL ESTATE

>>> Find a home

>>> Find an apartment
>>> Mover's Guide

>>> Property Tax Calculato

- H-- yararc

Statlon Fi-’-ll'l'ﬂ GROUP 'r - ‘T [IE_G L DIIT

Tom Hawk, - TODAY'S TOI
Democrat, 67th The Citizens N
District State Facility CEO
Repre_sentatlve, The Trust Con
and his Manhattan - A
Republican Administrator

challenger, Dick
Miller, painted distinct portraits of how they would go about

their business in Topeka.
LIVING IN MANHATTAN
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Miller did not take Hawk's lead to endorse the final two
years of the state school finance plan, approved as a three-
year program last year. "l am always in favor of adequate
legislative funding," he said, "but I'm not sure we know what
is required.” Miller said he found "no correlation between
money and learning, but | find a positive correlation
between motivation and learning."

Hawk voiced concern that the Legislature would pull back
from the final two years of its funding commitment, but said
he would have no such hesitation. "l will support those two

http://www.themercury.com/view/article_plain.asp?ID=998-2006-10-16-68181-66 11/7/2006



The Manhattan Mercury Page 2 of 3

years he said," also vowing to support spending on
widened kindergarten and pre-school programs.

They also took different approaches to the issue of
legislative support for the area's various growth-related
requirements that flow from the infusion of several
thousand soldiers here over the next few years. Hawk said
he would support loan programs through various state
agencies, and said he wants to "focus on social needs and
to get K-18 (improvements) funded."

Miller, referencing his 28 years of military experience,
described the issue as "basically a local community
challenge." He called for an emphasis simply on making
new military families feel at home. "The other things will
take care of themselves," he said.

In the 66th District, the candidates drew their sharpest
distinction over whether to raise the state minimum wage.
Carlin advocated doing so, although she saw little likelihood
that such a bill could even get out of committee, much less
get a floor vote. Strawn opposed it, facetiously suggesting
that the minimum be raised to $40 an hour to please
everyone. "You've got to let the market deal with salaries,"
he said. "The system of government setting wages failed in
Eastern Europe ... it doesn't work."

On health care, Carlin suggested that all parties to the
issue "come to the table" to look at costs. But she was also
wary of harming the system. "We have a wonderful health
care system, and we are making people well," she
reminded listeners. For his part, Strawn estimated that
about one-third of the state's uninsured were financially
able to purchase insurance, but had chosen not to do so.
He called for "driving that (percentage) down with medical
savings accounts, and also called for reducing the role of
“trial lawyers, who are milking the system" with lawsuits.
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