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Local legislator participates in 2007 Biennial Bus Tour  
Carlin visits 11 western Kansas cities, receives feedback from locals 

             
TOPEKA - To ensure that state resources are most efficiently allocated, Rep. Sydney 
Carlin, Manhattan , joined 30 fellow legislators last week for the Kansas Biennial Bus 
Tour.  Over the course of four days, the bus visited 11 cities across the western half of the 
state. 
  
“The Biennial Bus Tour has been a tradition of Kansas legislators for several years,” said 
Carlin.  “ Kansas is a large state with diverse communities, all with individual needs.  
This tour helps keep that in perspective, while also providing useful information and 
updates on initiatives we are committed to at the state level.”   
             
The tour delegation was composed of legislators who serve on the House and Senate 
Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees, along with members of the Joint 
Committee on State Building Construction.  The itinerary was designed to target specific 
locations or facilities in western Kansas that are expected to receive state funding in 
2008.  These visits allowed legislators an opportunity to explore sites first-hand, ask 
questions and receive feedback.   
             
The trip began with a stop in nearby Junction City for a tour of the Ventria Bioscience 
Facility.  Ventria relocated to Kansas in 2006, and has jump-started the local economy as 
a developmental facility for plant-made pharmaceuticals.  While in Garden City, 
legislators visited the Kansas State Southwest Research-Extension Center , which focuses 
on agricultural production research and is working to develop new technology for 
improving irrigation efficiency.  The final stop at the Kansas State University campus 
included a tour of the Biosecurity Research Institute, further advancing Kansas' 
commitment to bioscience.  
             
Other tour stops included a visit to the 2007 Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson , the State 
Hospital in Larned, Spirit Aerosystems in Wichita , and the Healy Biodiesel Plant.  
Additionally, legislators spent time in Greensburg for a tornado recovery update and tour 
of the town’s temporary school facilities. 
            
“This was a very informative, productive journey,” said Carlin.  “It was a privilege to 
visit so many areas of Kansas that offer such a variety of contributions to our state.  I 



look forward to discussing these initiatives further when the legislature reconvenes in 
January.”  
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph Taken By: Sandra Milburn 
State Rep. Sydney Carlin pets the Champion Dorsett Ewe LaRosh Davison after giving 
the ribbon to owner Phyllis Davison Tuesday afternoon during the show at the Kansas 
State Fair. 


